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Article

Construction of Social Trust through “Laughter”

: A research based on a historical point of view
Kazuo URA

[Abstract]

“Laughter” has four functions for human relationship: affinity, attraction, purification and release. “Laughter”
with these functions is a way to construct social trust between those who are together with. Piling up this small
creation will make bigger one, including more people. Such trust will grow up and people will rely on their
society and vice versa. This is often the case with historical events. In this article, the author points out how
“laughter” functioned in creating social trust from a historical point of view. At Jiyuminken-Undo, or the
movements for getting freedom and rights, in Meiji era, they had to make people laugh when they spoke in
public. “Laughter” would create trust between the speaker and the audience and among the audience. In 1930s,
story tellers of manzai, or comical story telling arts, made a lot of audience laugh out loud and create social
trust between those who were in theaters. People with social trust each other could endure their severe life in
times of war. At the almost same time, the government carried on Showa-Undo, or the campaign for living a
cheerful life by laughing. They forced people to laugh and got no results. Analysing these events, we have to

consider how we use laughter to create social trust hereafter.

Keywords & phrases: Laughter, Humor, Jiyuminken-Undo, Manzai, Showa-Undo
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