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Article

Action Research on the Restoration Project in the Affected Area
of the Great East Japan Earthquake

: Around cultivation for human resources and creation of
opportunities for employment

Arinori YOSANO, Nahoko HAYASHI, Naoki EGAWA,
Takayoshi KUSAGO, Shigeru SATOMI, Shinya DAIMON

[Abstract]
Before the Great East Japan Earthquake, drastic population reduction and ageing
were the most serious problems in the affected areas of the disaster. Though many
factors would be seen as the causes of population reduction and aging, decreasing
opportunity for employment in these areas could be seen as the main factor resulting
grave demographic situation. It was allowed to say that The Great East Japan
Earthquake just accelerated this problematic factor of decreasing opportunities for
employment and the grave demographic situation and did not create them. On this
point of view, we planned action research on the support project to change the structure
of industry and employment in the affected areas and started it from creating new
programs for cultivating human resources. While, through the action research, we
succeeded in creating job and opportunity for employment by networking various
agents involving private companies, the local government and NPO, we could not
create a sustainable system supporting autonomous restoration in the affected area. In
this article we elucidated conditions and issues for succeeding supporting program

around creation of opportunities for employment.

Keywords and Phrases: the Great East Japan Earthquake, Action Research,

Restoration, Creation of Opportunity for Employment
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